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Introduction

The curriculum studied by Year 9 students attending Rosehill College in 2011 is designed to promote a broad and balanced education. Students will study courses based on:

The Essential Learning Areas of the New Zealand Curriculum Framework:

English

Languages

Mathematics and Statistics
Physical Education & Health

Science

Social Sciences

Technology

The Arts

Incorporating the key competencies of the New Zealand curriculum:

Thinking
Using language symbols
Managing self
Relating to others
Participating and Contributing

The Rosehill College Curriculum Map, showing subjects available throughout the school, their pathways from one level to the next and the qualifications that can be attained, is available on our Website:

www.rosehill-college.co.nz
Compulsory Courses

All Year 9 students will study each of the following courses:

English

The Year 9 English class programme addresses the Values and Key Competencies of the NZ Curriculum through the study of various texts (poetry, short stories, novel, film, non-fiction), through writing in a variety of styles, and by creating oral and visual presentations. Personal reading is an important part of each student’s programme.
Mathematics

This course aims to develop in students the skills, concepts, understandings and attitudes which will enable them to cope confidently with Mathematics across the three strands of the National Curriculum: Number and Algebra; Measurement and Geometry; and Statistics.  Opportunities will exist for students to take part in Mathematics competitions.  

Physical Education & Health

Through learning in Health and Physical Education, students will develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes and motivation to make informed decisions and participate in ways that contribute to their personal wellbeing and the wellbeing of other people.

Specific Physical Education units include aquatics, athletics, initiative activities, fitness, team games and gymnastics.  Health includes units based around personal identity and wellbeing, decision making, drugs and alcohol and aspects of sexuality.

Science

This course encourages students to think about the world we live in and to use scientific ideas and investigations to find out more about it.

Students will develop knowledge and understanding as well as scientific skills and attitudes.  The four areas of study are The Living World, The Material World, The Physical World and Planet Earth & Beyond.

Social Studies
In Year 9, students explore how societies work and how they themselves can participate and take action as critical, informed and responsible citizens. The course material is drawn from a variety of topics, including Renewable Energy, Blindness in the Pacific and Food for Life. This course develops the essential skills of Inquiry, Values Exploration and Social Decision Making.

Technology

In this course, students study Technology through a range of tasks which include practical experience. In one semester, students will cover Food Technology. In the other semester, students will study Structures and Mechanisms Technology and Materials Technology. Both Graphics and Information Technology are integrated into these semesters.

Course costs (for the whole year): $30.00

Languages

All Year 9 students will study a language.

Students must select a language from the following:

French

In this course, students will learn to understand and communicate in French about personal details, school, family, leisure activities, weather, pets and meals in France. They will also study the French culture as it relates to these topics. French is a major international language, with official status in many countries. It is spoken by over 130 million people and is of particular relevance in the Pacific region.

German

This course enables students to both understand and communicate information in German about personal details, school, family and pets, leisure activities, food and drink and people’s appearance. Cultural comparisons are drawn with Germany. The first language of 101 million people, German is spoken in Germany, Austria, Switzerland and in most Eastern European countries. Germany is a major industrial power and has the third largest economy in the world.

Japanese

This course covers both written and spoken Japanese. Students learn the hiragana script (46 symbols). They also learn to talk about themselves, their families, likes and dislikes, activities and daily routines. We also celebrate some yearly Japanese festivities. Japanese is a significant language for New Zealand because of our important economic ties with Japan, with trade and tourism. It is spoken by 127 million people in Japan.

Spanish

This course will enable students to communicate in Spanish about things which are important to them on a personal level - themselves, their family, home and daily routines, their school and subjects, their town and leisure activities.  Cultural aspects of Hispanic life will be discussed as they relate to these topics. Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the world (425 million people) and is the official language of 21 countries, many of which now have important economic and tourism relations with New Zealand.

Te Reo Maori

In this course students will develop language skills using a range of modern approaches to Te Reo Māori through the following topics; Tāku whānau, Tāku Rōpū Ako, Tāku Kainga, Ngā Wahanga o te Tinana, Matariki, Te Ao Hou and Tōku Marae.

By the end of this course, students can understand Te Reo Māori that contains well rehearsed sentence patterns and familiar vocabulary and can interact in predictable exchanges. They can read and write straightforward versions of what they have learned to say. They are aware of and understand some of the typical cultural conventions that operate in interpersonal communication. Students are developing an awareness of the processes involved in learning Te Reo Māori.

The Arts

Year 9 students will study two Arts courses for half a year each, subject to the following restrictions:

Music – Students may take one music course

Performing Arts – Students may take one or both of these courses

Visual Arts – Students may take one visual arts course
Music

Year 9 students may select ONE of the following four music courses:

Advanced Music

This is a half year course designed for students who already have musical experience and play an instrument. This course caters primarily for those who do not play a Concert Band instrument (eg. guitarists, pianists and string players). Students are expected to own or hire an instrument and bring it to class when required. The course will continue to develop performance skills, small group ensemble skills, musical knowledge, listening skills and compositional skills. Students will also utilise the specialised music software on our computers.
This course leads to 10ADMz or 10BND

Band

This is a full year course which caters for beginners and more advanced musicians. Students will play a concert band instrument (see the list on the band application form) and will be expected to own or hire an instrument and bring it to class when required. As part of a class band, students will increase musical skills rapidly.
The curriculum from the Year 9 Music course and the Year 9 Advanced Music course will be covered, as well as further work and more in-depth study. Hence, students will develop and extend solo performance skills, small and large group ensemble skills, written and practical music knowledge, listening and compositional skills. Students will also experience our music keyboards and utilise the specialised music software on our computers. Students who are beginners on an instrument, and students with previous musical experience on an instrument, are catered for. More advanced students will have the opportunity to audition for the Rosehill college Concert Band which rehearses every Wednesday after school.
Since Band is equivalent to two Arts courses, these students do not study a second Arts course in Year 9.

This course leads to 10 BND or 10ADMz
Introductory Music

This is a general, half year, Music course aimed at students with little or no prior music experience who wish to gain a broad overview and understanding of music, mainly through performance on the guitar or keyboard. Students will be given the opportunity to learn to read music and understand more about the elements of music. It aims to develop students’ musical knowledge, performance and listening skills, and provide creative experiences in Music. Student will also utilise specialised music software on our computers.
This course leads to 10MUS

Vocals
This is a half year course designed for students interested in learning or developing vocal technique who either have musical experience in singing or no prior experience in singing. The course will allow students to learn music through a vocal perspective. Students will sing from a range of musical genres as part of a vocal group. Through this group music-making, students will progress and increase musical skills rapidly.
The course will develop performance skills, small group ensemble skills, musical knowledge, listening and compositional skills. Students will also learn basic keyboard skills and utilise the specialised music software on our computers. More advanced students will also have the opportunity to audition for Femme Vocale (female vocal group) or Vox Homme (male barbershop) which rehearse after school weekly. 

This course leads to 10VOC

Itinerant Music lessons

All Year 9 music students have the opportunity to sign up for free lessons to learn a wind instrument, but will be placed on a waiting list if guitar, piano, bass or vocals are chosen. Students who take the 9 Band option will be guaranteed a place in the lesson timetables, as it is essential for the course.

Performing Arts

Year 9 students may select ONE OR BOTH of the following performing arts courses:

Dance

This course aims to develop students’ ability to express ideas using movement and dance. Students will develop co-ordination and precision of movement. The class will choreograph performance pieces that will be performed to selected audiences. As a result, students will develop self-confidence and creativity.

Units of work include:

1. Learning movement concepts and vocabulary.

2. Choreography and creative composition skills.

3. Exploring social dance, for example line dance and hip hop.

Drama

This course aims to develop students’ self-confidence, self-discipline and group work skills. Students will develop skills of voice, body and use of space by performing in front of peers and selected audiences.

Units of work include:

1. Theatresports – teaching improvisation skills and quick thinking.

2. Role-play – students learn to play a character other than themselves.

3. Intergenerational stories – students develop their own version of a shared story from another generation to perform as a whole class to an audience of peers.

Visual Arts

Year 9 students may select ONE of the following two Visual Arts courses:

Art

This course is aimed to encourage students to become makers and viewers of art. Practical work will include experiences to introduce students to effective art practice through an understanding of process. Students will learn to create, explore and communicate ideas and develop skills in a range of different art media and techniques.

Students will

· Explore a range of artistic ideas, methods, techniques and processes including painting and printmaking

· Develop a broad range of skills including drawing and colour mixing.

· Look at a range of subject matter both real and imaginary.
All artworks are kept by students at the completion of the course.

This course cannot be taken together with Year 9 Design.

Course costs: $ 10.00

Design

This course is aimed to encourage students’ awareness. Practical work will introduce students to effective art practice through an understanding of the process of design. Students will learn to create, explore and communicate ideas in a range of media and techniques.

· Explore layout

· Explore a wide range of art materials and techniques
· Develop a broad range of skills including drawing painting and   Printmaking.

· Use drawing as a central way of creating ideas and solving design problems. 

All artworks are kept by students at the completion of the course.
This course cannot be taken together with Year 9 Art.

Course costs: $10.00
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