WEAPONS

Definition
Weapons are defined as anything used or intended for use in causing death or injury to persons whether designed for such purpose or not.  Furthermore, weapons are anything used or intended for use for the purpose of threatening or intimidating any person; replica weapons fit this category.

Prevention Strategies

· Communicate clearly that weapons (including replicas) are strictly prohibited on school property or at school-sponsored events.  Indicate serious disciplinary consequences will ensue, including at least contact with parents.

· Encourage students to report any weapons or potential weapons to school staff on a confidential basis.

· Develop procedures for students to follow where, as part of a specific programme or event, the teacher-in-charge has requested that a weapon or replica be brought into the school.

· Monitor the supervision, storage and access of any equipment or material that can be used as a weapon.  For example, craft knives and bladed items required in specialist subjects should be provided, not brought to school, and counted in and out each lesson.

· Communicate clearly that there is no tolerance towards misuse of such tools (e.g. fooling around, horseplay, joking etc.).

Immediate Response Strategies

· Respond to the reported presence of a weapon by immediately informing senior management staff.

· Contact the police as appropriate.

· Isolate the individual(s) concerned and/or isolate other students and staff to remove them as much as is possible from potential danger.

· Keep students in the classrooms, hold the bell, announce that students are not to change classes, and remove students from the immediate area as appropriate.
Intervention and Follow Up Strategies

Possession of a Weapon

When an individual is found to be in possession of a weapon:

· The weapon will be confiscated and secured by either senior management staff or Police as appropriate.

· The Police may be notified by Senior Management staff; in the case of a loaded gun, the Police must be contacted immediately.

· The weapon may be released to the police or parent/guardian at a time deemed appropriate by the Principal.

· A stand-down may be imposed.

· The school may recommend to the Police that charges be laid.

Threat to Use a Weapon and Use of a Weapon

When an individual in possession of a weapon threatens to use it or uses it:

· The weapon will be confiscated and secured by Senior Management staff or Police as appropriate.

· The Police may be contacted.

· A Principal’s stand-down or suspension may be imposed.

· The school may recommend to the Police that charges be laid.
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