STAND-DOWN OF STUDENTS

Introduction

There are times when existing in-school behaviour modification procedures are not meeting the disciplinary requirements of our school and stronger measures are required.

We need procedures to remove a student from school for a specified period if, in the opinion of the Principal, the student’s gross misconduct or continual disobedience is a harmful or dangerous example to other students at the school or because of the student’s behaviour it is likely that the student, or other students at the school, will be seriously harmed if the student is not stood-down.

Procedures

In accordance with the Ministry of Education publication July 1999 Guidance for Principals and Board of Trustees on Stand-Downs, Suspensions, Exclusions and Expulsions, and Sections 13-18 of the Education Act 1989 as amended by the Education Amendment Act (No. 2) 1999.

1.
The school Principal (or a person with the delegated authority of the Board to act as Principal) is the only person who can make the decision to stand-down a student from School.

2.
Stand-downs of a particular student can total no more than five school days in a term or 10 school days in a year.

3.
The principles of natural justice are to be followed.

4.
The Principal, Associate Principal or Deputy Principal shall meet the parents/caregivers at least once in connection with the stand-down. A student cannot be on standdown until a parent/caregiver has been contacted.

5.
The Principal will inform parents/caregivers in writing and the Ministry the reason for stand-down and period of stand-down.

6.
If a parent/caregiver of a student who has been stood-down requests a meeting with the Principal, this will be arranged as soon as practicable.

7.
The Principal can withdraw the stand-down as a consequence of a meeting with a parent/caregiver of a student stood-down if he/she considers that reasonable grounds for the stand-down did not exist (section 14 (1) of the Education Act 1989 as amended by the Education Amendment Act (No 2) 1999).

8.
A student who has been stood-down, except in special circumstances, is not permitted to attend school during the stand-down period, nor be permitted on school property, or to take part in school activities.

9.
Special circumstances which would allow a student to attend school are, if a course requirement for a qualification is needed to be fulfilled, an examination is to be sat or a counselling programme is to be attended.  If the NZQA qualification assessment takes a full day, the standdown period will be extended by one day.
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