SEARCH AND SEIZURE PROCEDURE

When searches can be made

Recovery of stolen property or detection of illegal weapons and substances, or any other matter reasonably believed to be a threat to maintenance of an orderly educational environment.

What may be searched

Bags, lockers, clothing not being worn.  As to clothing worn by a student, Senior Management staff  may request that coats, jackets, jerseys, shoes and socks be removed for inspection.  Pockets may be emptied.  No student will be required to remove other items of clothing.

Grounds for Search

In general an individualised suspicion of a particular student is required before a search may proceed.

Use of Force

No force may be used except in extreme circumstances involving threat of imminent harm.

Procedure

Search is to be undertaken only by the Principal, Associate Principal or one of the Deputy Principals.  In general the student is to be told the reason for the search.  There must always be two teachers present when the search is conducted.  Parents/caregivers must be notified after the event in all searches.
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