HIV /AIDS and other Blood-Borne Viruses

Introduction

(a) National Administration Guideline 5 states

Each Board of Trustees is required to:

· Provide a safe physical and emotional environment for students.

· Comply in full with any legislation currently in force or that may be developed to ensure the safety of students and employees.

(b) A child’s health status should not affect their right to an education.

(c) Children have a right to Privacy

Procedures

Disclosure of Information

(a) When a child is enrolled at Rosehill College they and their parents are made aware of this policy.

(b) If a child has HIV/AIDS or other blood-borne viruses, it is recommended that the Principal be informed of this by the child’s parents prior to the child’s start at school. This will enable the school to work with the parents to provide the best possible support.

(c) The Principal, with the parents’ consent, will let the nurse know and any other staff members (e.g. Guidance, Heads of House, Senior Management) who the parents and Principal consider should know, so as to give support to the child.

(d) The College will not inform the parent body of a child’s HIV Hepatitis or other blood-born viruses.

Involvement with Parents and Local Community

(i) If it becomes known in the community that a student with HIV / AIDS is attending the school, the Board will

· invite health professionals to work with the student community

· provide opportunities for open discussion e.g. a parent meeting

Education Programmes

(i) Opportunities to be provided for staff to participate in professional development in health and safety areas.

(ii) Health education for students to include programmes to develop the knowledge, understandings, skills and attitudes necessary for students to deal confidently with matters surrounding HIV / AIDS and other blood-borne viruses.

(iii) Health programmes to be based on the health and PE Curriculum.

Procedures for Staff

(i) Guidelines for Infection control

1. Before treating a child who is bleeding, make sure you cover any cuts or abrasions with a water-proof dressing.

2. Wear gloves for all procedures.

3. Don’t delay treatment of a child who is bleeding, under any circumstances because gloves are not immediately available.  Use an absorbent barrier such as a towel, paper towel, handkerchief etc for an actively bleeding child.

4. Dispose of used gloves, soiled dressings, sanitary towels, tissues etc, in a place where they will not be handled, e.g. in bags which are burnt or buried.

5. Wipe clean and then sterilise all surfaces and instruments contaminated with blood. Make sure you use an effective disinfectant, e.g. (one volume of household bleach to nine volumes of cold water).

6. Soak surfaces for 20 minutes and then wipe dry.  Prepare a fresh solution immediately before you want to use it.

7. Wash hands thoroughly when you have finished.  Hand washing is usually adequate for non-blood secretions, but the above precautions (i.e. gloves etc) can be used.

8. Make sure that first-aid kits include disposable gloves, disposable wipes or towels, plastic bags for contaminated waste, a skin disinfectant and a bleach solution (or hypoclorite solution/or granules.  With instructions for use.

(ii) Cleaning staff to have guidelines for disposal of contaminated wastes.

(iii) First aid kits are to be kept in the Health Centre, Technology Workshops and Gymnasium.
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