ABUSE

Guidelines

1. Abuse shall be considered any physical or psychological treatment suffered by a student, delivered by their parent or caregiver. Consult the policies on ‘Assault’ and ‘Bullying’ for other situations related to physical or emotional violence.

2. Students who disclose abuse should be recognised as being honest in their accounts unless pressing evidence suggests otherwise.

3. The student will be protected by the basis of ‘informed consent’. That is, whenever possible, the student will be consulted and informed about the nature of abuse response proceedings in an open and clear manner.

4. Confidentiality should be a primary consideration at all times but never at risk of the student’s safety.

5. Any significant abuse disclosure made by a student should be processed at school with a transparent intent to passing the complaint on to correct statutory authorities at the earliest possible opportunity.

6. The family of the affected student shall be involved as closely as is possible without presenting risk to the student. 

7. Situations of immediate harm shall be brought to the Police’s notice without delay. 

Procedures 

1. Any staff suspicions of abuse shall be directed to either the student’ Head of House or Counsellors – both members taking the responsibility to inform the other. In all situations, notes shall be kept of the student’s statement(s) by HoH/Counsellor in the possible event of future legal/criminal proceedings.

2. Situations of significant risk shall be the responsibility of the Counsellor who will also inform either the Principal or Associate Principal.

3. Where physical evidence exists of abuse and with the student’s consent to an examination, the school nurse will record an injury chart for both ACC and legal/criminal proceedings purposes.

4. Where possible, the Counsellor shall contact a ‘safe’ family member who can act as a consultant for the school and an advocate for the child. 

5. In significant abuse situations from the student’s home (where the ‘safe’ family member cannot guarantee the child’s safety), the Counsellor will notify Child, Youth and Family Service requesting an appropriately suitable response time. It is the responsibility of the Counsellor to ensure that the student is safe until the point of agency intervention is formally recognised.

6. In the event of police, legal or therapeutic proceedings, the student shall be offered the support of school staff to supplement any family support available.

